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sulship would be an irremediable misfoitune We must yield if Csesar will have it so He will be consul again, the same m<in that he was befoie, then, weak as he was, he pioved stronger than the whole of us What, think you, will he be now ? Pompey, for one thing, will suiely be sent to Spain Miseia-ble eveiy way, and the worst is, that Csesar cannot be refused, and by consenting will be taken into supreme favor by all the " good " They say, however, that he cannot be brought to this Well, then, which is the woist of the remaining alternatives? Submit to what Pompey calls an impudent demand ? Caesar has held his province for ten years The Senate did not give it him He took it himself by faction and violence Suppose he had it lawfully, the time is up His successor is named He disobeys He says that he ought to be consideied Let him consider us Will he keep his army beyond the time foi which the people gave it to him, m despite of the Senate ? We must fight him then, and, as Pompey says, we shall conquer or die fiee men If fight we must, time will show when or how. But if you have any advice to give, let me know it, foi I am tormented day and night "l
These letters give a vivid picture of the uncei tain-ties which distracted public opinion during the fatal first week of January Csesar, it seems, might possibly have been consul had he been willing to retue at once into the condition of a pnvate citizen, even though Pompey was still undisaimed Whethei in that position he would have lived to see the election-day is another question Cicero himself, it will be seen, had been reflecting already that there were
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